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The House defeated key portxons
of President Carter’s proposed wxre~
tapping law last night, “saying that a.
court order for all domestic surveil-
lance would t.hreaten all U.S. counter-
intelligence.

Despite personal lobbyma efforts by
Carter and AttomewaGénetal anf'n
B. Bell, the. -House accepted Twh
amendments c'uttmg_ the bill—one, by’
a2 178t0-176 votes to . free~ foreign
governments or foreign agents from
the warrant rules, and the second by

a "24-t0103 vote, “to ehmmate ‘the
'special -court that- would issue war-
rants. for national’ secunty survexl-
lance imthe Utited States..” ™ [ '

Currently, the president can order.
any wiretaps or electronic surveil.
lance in “national security” cases.

As the bill stood yesterday, surveil-.
lance of foreign agents-would.remain
the responsibility of :the*president,
while’ surveillance of- U.S. cxtizens
would need a warrant 1ssued b
ular federal-judgeys: = agi ° :

"Carter’s proposals would have re
quired court warrants for all foreign

intelligence survelllance and created.
a special court in.Washington to issue
‘them. The Senate-. passed such a bul
95 to-1, in -April..

Rep:~'Allen’ E. -~ Urtel, (D-Pa.) at
tacked it, saying such a court would
be a target for ememy spies. “My
major objection is that it would con-
centrate in one- point all countermtel
ligzence activity,” he saids. “If pene-
trated by any other operation in the
world it-would have complete knowl-
edge-of the enm-e countermtelhgence
operation. sy © 1

The House is etpected to cast a:
final vote on the bill today. -

As the House began debating, both
Carter and Bell. issued last-minute
statements in support. of its position. '

“I think it will- give-the. pubhc a
great deal more confidence m our:
foreign intelligence system, ' which
necessarily has some mystique- ‘to’ rt.”
Bell told:a news conference. ~ .

“You can’t tell everybody .what’ Ge
is. so people wonder what it is: L think:

the more safegu ‘?SWEHVF&Q&F
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. Carter, in.a statement issued at
the White House, called the bill “one
of the most significant legislative ini-.

¢, tiatives - involving our - intelligence

. agencies in the !ast thrée decades.” .-
- “American citizens will be assured
" that the intellizence agencies so vital
“to protectmg our security will be able-

-to perférm their tasks and effectwely ”
Carter said. “* - -

Bell said the blll is’ aimed at pro--
tectmv individual civil rights and
endmo abuses of the past by limiting

_ wiretaps to foreign espionage matters,
and by making it easier for fedetal
agents to investigate such cases., .
_ Bell said that if the bill had been
law 10 years ago, former FBI directér
L. Patrick Gray and two of his tap
aides never would have faced a crim-
inal trial-this fall, and some 60 past
and present avents would not be fae-
ing possible dxsczplme for carrymv out
illegal wlretaps

Bell ‘said that if Congress fails to
pass the bill “then we're back wherel
we started—arﬂulnv about what then
law is* =
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